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raised dais, where once a monarch sat, and now a negro. Beyond
and within is an inextricable labyrinth of chambers, galleries,
closets, and passages, in a first, a second, and a third storey; here
is a falling staircase, there a door opening on vacancy. The
windows, where they yet remain entire, are filled with a beauti-
ful stone trellis, never the same in pattern throughout the
whole range of the palace, and marking much ingenuity and
taste. Lastly, a few yards beyond the reception room or
K'hawah, and on the ground-level, is what seems to have been
a court for public audience, with large round columns, and
vestiges of decoration much resembling that yet common in
Bagdad houses, where bas-relief takes the place of colours. This
part of the building has been defaced into a Wahhabee mosque,
and has been wofully cut about to form a Mihrab and the other
arrangements of Mahometan devotion. And this is all that time
and war have spared of the old royal Carmathian residence.
"Those who built this must have been much more civil-
ized than its present occupants," was the first remark of my
companion. Alas ! that it should be applicable not to Kateef
alone, but to an entire empire from the Danube to the Tigris.

It is worth remarking,, that although the arch is known and
is continually employed in Hasa, vaulting is not equally so,
except in its most simple or barrel form : the same may be said
of the covered passages yet existing in the castle of Djowf; they
too exhibit only barrel-vaulting. The palace of Karmoot was
accordingly the first building which we had seen, since our
departure from Gaza, in which cross or rib-vaulting appeared,
a decided advance in architectural science, and henceforward to
be met with repeatedly in Bahreyn, on the Persian coast, and
in 'Oman. In the two latter districts, a further progress in
constructive skill is signalized by the frequency of the dome or
cupola, formed by concentric ranges of brick or stone shaped
to the double curve; all phenomena indicative of foreign ait
and influence. For the Arabs when left to themselves appear
never to have been architects enough to put even a simple
arch together, much less a vault or a dome; and their
unassisted edifices in Shomer, Kaseem, and Nejed, whether
ancient or modern, afford sufficient proof of this strange
ignorance or neglect. But when once taught by the sight of